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high and a smile on his face the entire way.
| have no doubt that his kind demeanor left a
lasting impression on the people of Chau-
tauqua County.

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr.
Slawson is one of those people and that is
why, Madam Speaker, | rise in tribute to him
today.
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Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor The Old Brick Playhouse of Elkins,
West Virginia for the tremendous service they
provide to the youth of Randolph, Upshur, and
surrounding counties through its Apprentice
program.

Founded in 1992 by Executive Director
Missy Armentrout McCollam, the Old Brick’s
Apprentice program utilizes arts education to
foster confidence, leadership and team build-
ing skills through a student-acted and pro-
duced play or musical.

One needs only to look at the numbers to
see the strength of this program. From an ini-
tial cast of a mere 20 high school students,
the Apprentices today overflow the theater
doors with an enrolliment of more than 100
students, spanning grades 6-12.

Instilling a commitment to continuing edu-
cation and expanding one’s horizons, the Ap-
prentice program’s legacy is unmistakable.
Some of the more than 2,000 Apprentice
alumni have gone on to attend some of our
nation’s most prestigious colleges and univer-
sities. Others have gone on to act profes-
sionally. Many have achieved distinguished
careers in business, law, medicine, or teach-
ing; and, nearly all have become model citi-
zens worthy of emulation.

Truly one of those small, local treasures to
all in the community it enriches, | commend
the Old Brick Playhouse of Elkins, West Vir-
ginia for its outstanding leadership and com-
mitment over the past 18 years. Having been
recently recognized at the highest state and
national levels, | urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring this wonderful organization.

——
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Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | proudly
rise today to congratulate the Town of
Westlake with the high school matriculation of
the first graduating class of the Westlake
Academy.

Founded as a public charter school in 2003,
Westlake Academy is the first and only mu-
nicipality in Texas to receive a charter des-
ignation. It has a mission to achieve academic
excellence and develop life-long learners who
will become well-balanced responsible citi-
zens.
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Westlake Academy promotes intercultural
understanding, respect, independent thought
and prepares their students to become active
participants and agents of positive change
through its International Baccalaureate cur-
riculum. Westlake Academy is the fifth school
of only ten schools in the United States, and
the only public school, to offer the full Inter-
national Baccalaureate curriculum for grades
K-12.

I’'m honored to celebrate this first graduation
with Mayor Laura Wheat, the Town Council/
Trustees, former Board of Alderman/Trustees,
former Mayor Scott Bradley, the parents, grad-
uates and Community of Westlake. | appre-
ciate the opportunity to speak at their first
commencement and to represent the Town of
Westlake and Westlake Academy in the
United States House of Representatives.

I'd like to submit the names of the First
Graduating Class for the RECORD. These 24
graduating seniors have been offered over
$3.7 million in scholarships/grants, and 100
percent have been accepted to colleges and
universities.

Brooke Awtry, Kent Bordelon, Elena
Ceballos, Alexandra Champagne, Anisha
Chandra, Bailey Cockrum, Chelsea Cooper,
Ryen Degan.

Tim Drews, Olivia Flowers, Josh Frey,
James Grover, Erik Herbst, Viky Kalyta, Sean
Kennedy, Christina Kolokotroni.

Connor Lenio, Corey Lenkiewicz, Samantha
Moon, Shivam Purohit, Stephanie Schultz, Kali
Spates, Tyler Springer, Yasya Vasyutynska.

———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and remembrance of Charles
Nunzio DelPizzo, a Veteran, a baker, a busi-
ness owner and a locomotive engineer. Most
importantly, he was a beloved husband, fa-
ther, grandfather and friend.

Mr. DelPizzo was the sixth of nine children
born to Guiseppe and Angelina DelPizzo. As
a young man, Mr. DelPizzo and his siblings
were raised with the values of faith, family and
hard work. He and his four brothers served in
the military during World War Il. Mr. DelPizzo
earned the rank of Corporal in the United
States Army, where he served as a baker in
the 107th Quartermaster Bakery Company.

Following his honorable discharge, Mr.
DelPizzo combined his talent for baking with
his entrepreneurial spirit. He and his young
bride, Palma Antonia Santoro DelPizzo, start-
ed their own bakery in Garfield Heights. In ad-
dition to running his bakery, he also worked as
a locomotive conductor and engineer with the
Nickel Plate and Norfolk & Western Railroads.

Mr. and Mrs. DelPizzo were married for 63
years before her passing in 2006. Together,
they raised their daughter, Paula, and wel-
comed their son-in-law, Andrew, into the fam-
ily. Mr. DelPizzo was a loving grandfather to
Angela, Melissa and Andrew, and was the
great “grumpy” to Anthony, Talia and Larissa.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in recognizing Charles Nunzio DelPizzo, a
man whose joyous life was framed by a love
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for family and a love of life. | offer my deepest
condolences to his family and friends. He will
be greatly missed by all who knew and loved
him.

——
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker | rise in opposition
to this legislation not because | do not wish to
express sympathy to those killed in the recent
sinking of a South Korean naval vessel near
the border with North Korea, but rather be-
cause | object strongly to the threatening and
militaristic language in this resolution. | do not
believe Congressional expressions of sym-
pathy for those who have lost their lives
should include language that further escalates
an already volatile situation on the Korean pe-
ninsula. At a time when the United States
maintains nearly 30,000 troops in South
Korea, serving as a tripwire for an American
response should hostilities break out between
North and South, this resolution should, if any-
thing, counsel caution and diplomacy rather
than urge the U.S. government “to take other
appropriate actions in response to the sinking
of the ROKS Cheonan and other hostile acts
of North Korea.” Further, in reaffirming the
United States’ “enduring commitment to the

. security of the Republic of Korea,” this
resolution signals a U.S. willingness to commit
military force should the current escalation in
tensions continue between North and South.

It is difficult to imagine a more dangerous or
inappropriate time for such statements. | be-
lieve this unfortunate incident should instead
serve as a wake-up call for the United States
to re-assess its military presence in South
Korea in particular and Asia in general. Main-
taining the U.S. global empire is costing us
one trillion dollars per year and is undermining
rather than contributing to peace and stability.
The North and South Koreans have all the in-
centive to reach a peaceful solution to their
long-standing conflict and have made strides
recently in that direction. The U.S. military
presence in South Korea some 50 years after
the Korean War is an impediment to that
progress and should be ended immediately.
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Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Madam Speaker,
unfortunately last night, Monday May 24th, |
was unable to cast my votes on H. Con. Res.
278, H.R. 1017, and H.R. 5330 as | was con-
ducting a townhall meeting at the Tolono Pub-
lic Library and wish the RECORD to reflect my
intentions had | been able to vote.

Had | been present on rollcall No. 291 on
suspending the rules and passing H. Con.
Res. 278, Expressing the sense of Congress
that a grateful Nation supports and salutes
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